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WelcomeWelcome
Greetings to you,
UltraMarine reader!

I hope everyone is 
coping with things at 
the moment. Certainly 
it doesn’t seem that 

we are ‘out of the woods’ yet with the 
pandemic but at least there are more shops 
etc open than when I wrote last issue. On 
the subject, it was nice to be able to visit a 
few fi sh-related outlets recently and I fi nally 
got some stock in my new test tank. It’s 
early days yet but signs are positive!

As ever this issue we have some great 
content which I hope will sate the needs of 
a broad range of tastes... from my profi le 
of an iconic (and also great beginner, 
often captive-bred) fi sh, to Keith Moyle’s 
comprehensive but clear overview of key 
water parameters and how to manipulate 
them. For those of you who ‘know it 
all’, take note of Mike Paletta’s piece 
this issue which deals with the inherent 
unpredictably of maintaining a reef. It’s 
an entertaining read and might just teach 
even the most jaded reefer a thing or two. 

Finally, for pure inspiration, we’ve got 
another stunning tank feature in the form 
of Tristan Wilday’s lovely Reefer 250, and, 
as mentioned above, I’ve even broken out 
the DSLR myself to bring you some update 
shots of the UltraMarine test tanks. Enjoy!

            John
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12 Reef Icons - No. 9

John Clipperton turns the spotlight onto 
another iconic reef species that deserves the 
love... this time it’s the turn of the stunning 
Orchid Dottyback.

16 Close Look Reviews
In this issue, we unbox and install one of 
EcoTech’s new 5th generation Radion LED 
lights - the XR15 ‘Blue’. Next up, a top-end 
algae reactor from US specialists Pax Bellum 
get’s the UM shakedown.

24 It’s Always Something
Mike Paletta shares a selection of the 
sometimes frustrating issues that can blind-
side even the most experienced reef-keeper. 
So, even if you think you’ve seen it all, sit 
back for some tales of the unexpected!

32 Water Chemistry - Laid Bare
If your alkalinity is awry and your nutrients 
are being naughty, Keith Moyle is your 
saviour with this accessible overview of the 
key reef tank parameters.

40 A Walk on the Wild Side
Our showcase reef aquarium in this issue is 
that of UK hobbyist Tristan Wilday. Sit back 
and enjoy as we learn all about this stunning 
slice of ocean.

48 Underwater Senses - Part 1
Ever wondered how a fi sh sees the world? 
Richard Aspinall calls on his underwater 
experience to dive into the complex world 
of eyesight and vision in fi shes, to bring you 
the answer.

58 Establishing a Clown� sh/Anemone 
Partnership
Campbell Robertson has a host of tips for 
happy home-making with helpful hints to 
persuade stubborn clownfi shes to ‘take to  
those tentacles’.

72 Project: Digital-Reefer (part 4)
John Clipperton delivers an update of the 
UltraMarine studio tank as it approaches 3 
years old, and goes over the key changes, 
good and bad, as the system continues to 
evolve. As always, it’s a work in progress!
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